Antibody response to hepatitis B vaccine in HIV-exposed infants in Malawi and correlation with HBV infection acquisition.
The aim of this study was to assess the immune response to HBV vaccine in HIV-exposed infants and to correlate it to HBV infection acquisition. Protective anti-HBs levels (>10 mIU/mL) were found in 54/58 (93.2%) infants at 6 months, 126/144 (87.5%) at 12 months and 141/176 (80.1%) children at 24 months. HBV infection (seven children were HBsAg + at Month 24) occurred also in the presence of levels above 10 mIU/mL. Our findings indicate limited impact of HIV exposure on anti-HBV immune response, but suggest that levels >10 mIU/mL may be required to confer protection in this context.